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• Golden State Propeller – Air-
craft maintenance, aircraft 
parts 

 
• Helipro Inc. – Flight training, 

aircraft rental, aerial tours/ 
sightseeing 

 
• MarcAir – Aircraft charter 
 
• PCF Aviation – Passenger 

terminal and lounge, flight 
training, aircraft rental, aerial 
tours/sightseeing, aircraft char-
ters, pilot supplies, Internet ac-
cess 

 
• San Luis Avionics – Avionics 

sales and service 
 

• San Luis Obispo Pilots Asso-
ciation (SLOPA) – Aviation 
organization 

 
• Shoreline Helicopter – Scenic 

tours 
 
• Spirit of San Luis – Restau-

rant 
 
• Victory Aviation – Flight 

Training 
 
• Vintage Aero – Aircraft main-

tenance, aircraft parts 
 
 
Aircraft Storage Facilities 
 
Hangar space at San Luis Obispo 
County Regional Airport is comprised 
of large conventional hangars, smaller 
executive hangars, T-hangars, and 
port-a-port hangars.  Conventional 

hangars provide a large, open space, 
free from roof support structures.  
They have the capability to accommo-
date several aircraft simultaneously, 
and are typically 10,000 square feet or 
greater in size.  Executive hangars 
provide the same type of aircraft stor-
age as conventional hangars, but are 
normally less than 10,000 square feet.  
T-hangars provide for individual han-
gar facilities within a larger contigu-
ous facility.  Port-a-port hangars 
(portables) are similar to T-hangars in 
that they provide individual aircraft 
storage, but they can be easily relo-
cated or moved.  Exhibit 1C (corre-
sponds with Table 1D) depicts the lo-
cation of aircraft storage facilities at 
San Luis Obispo County Regional Air-
port. 
 
 
Maintenance/Storage 
 
A 3,200 square-foot maintenance 
building is located northwest of the 
terminal building.  This facility is used 
to store equipment and vehicles used 
in general maintenance activities at 
the airport. 
 
 
Aircraft Parking Aprons 
 
There are three apron areas at San 
Luis Obispo County Regional Airport. 
There is a commercial apron in front 
of the passenger terminal to serve 
scheduled flights.  This concrete apron 
totals approximately 25,000 square 
yards.  An apron used for general 
aviation and air cargo is located east 
of the commercial apron and totals 
approximately 30,000 square yards.  
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There are approximately 65 aircraft 
tiedown positions available on this 
apron for single/multi-engine based 
and transient aircraft.  The third 
apron area, which totals approxi-
mately 40,000 square yards, is located 
southwest of the intersection of Run-
ways 7-25 and 11-29.  There are ap-
proximately 96 aircraft tiedown posi-
tions on this apron for single/multi-
engine based and transient aircraft. 
 
 
Terminal Access and Parking 
 
Access to the terminal building is via 
Aero Drive from Highway 227.  Aero 
Drive extends south along the east 
side of the terminal building, then 
turns east and loops around a parking 
lot to connect with Airport Drive.  A 
curb cut along the portion of Aero 
Drive that parallels the ticket lobby is 
available for the loading and unload-
ing of passengers and luggage.  A curb 
cut directly opposite of this area is 
available for the queuing of taxis. 
 
There are a total of approximately 566 
parking spaces (public and rental car) 
available at San Luis Obispo County 
Regional Airport, in five separate 
parking lots.  These include short-
term, long-term, and handicapped 
spaces.  Parking Lot #1 is located on 
the north side of the terminal build-
ing, west of Aero Drive.  Based upon 
the current configuration, there are 84 
parking spaces within this lot; 80 long-
term and four handicapped parking 
spaces.  Parking Lot #2 is circled by 
Aero Drive and presently has 80 24-

hour metered spaces, 13 30-minute 
metered spaces, and six handicapped 
parking spaces.  Patrons can also use 
parking envelopes to park for 72 hours 
maximum at any of the 24-hour me-
ters.  Parking Lot #3 is located east of 
Aero Drive and has 84 rental car 
ready spaces, and 11 restaurant em-
ployee spaces.  A pedestrian ramp 
provides access to Parking Lot #3.  
Parking Lot #4, which is located at the 
intersection of Aero Drive and Airport 
Drive, has 71 long-term spaces and 
three recreational vehicle spaces.  
Parking Lot #5 is located north of 
Parking Lot #4 along Aero Drive and 
has approximately 450 long-term 
parking spaces.  Terminal employee 
parking is located in a small lot west 
of the terminal building.  Employee 
parking is also available along Airport 
Drive.  The parking lots are identified 
on Exhibit 1C. 
 
 
Fuel Facilities 
 
Two 15,000-gallon aboveground fuel 
tanks (100LL and Jet A) are located 
on the west apron and provide fuel 
storage at San Luis Obispo County 
Regional Airport.  Fueling to aircraft 
is provided by multiple fueling trucks. 
 
Temporary fuel storage is located on 
the east apron and includes 12,000 
gallons of 100LL fuel and 15,000 gal-
lons of Jet A fuel.  In this same loca-
tion, there is also a 3,000-gallon tank 
of automobile gas, which is available 
for use by all rental car companies lo-
cated on-airport. 
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Aircraft Rescue and 
Firefighting (ARFF) 
 
The airport’s previous ARFF facility, 
Fire Station 21, was constructed in 
1977.  The station, which was located 
on the east side of the airfield, adja-
cent to Highway 227, has been razed.  
A new facility, which is being con-
structed north of the old site, will total 
8,700 square feet. 
 
The airport is required to maintain 
airport rescue and firefighting (ARFF) 
capabilities under F.A.R. Part 139, 
which governs the operation of air-
ports with scheduled or unscheduled 
passenger service by aircraft with 
more than 30 seats.  San Luis Obispo 
County Regional Airport has been 
classified with Index A requirements, 
which apply to airports servicing air-
craft less than 90 feet in length.  The 
airport operates under Index A, but its 
equipment meets the more demanding 
requirements of Index B, which apply 
to airports servicing aircraft less than 
126 feet.  Specifications have been de-
veloped for the trucks in terms of dry 
chemicals, water, and foam applica-
tion agents they are required to carry. 
 
 
Utilities 
 
Utilities on the airport property are 
provided by the following companies: 
 
• Electricity – Pacific Gas & Elec-

tric 
• Natural Gas – Southern Califor-

nia Gas Company 
• Water – City of San Luis Obispo 
• Telephone – Pacific Bell 

ENROUTE NAVIGATION 
AND AIRSPACE 
 
Navigational aids are electronic de-
vices that transmit radio frequencies, 
which pilots of properly equipped air-
craft translate into point-to-point 
guidance and position information.  
The types of electronic navigational 
aids available for aircraft flying to or 
from San Luis Obispo County Re-
gional Airport include the very high 
frequency omnidirectional range 
(VOR) facility and global positioning 
system (GPS). 
 
The VOR, in general, provides azi-
muth readings to pilots of properly 
equipped aircraft by transmitting a 
radio signal at every degree to provide 
360 individual navigational courses.  
Frequently, distance measuring 
equipment (DME) is combined with a 
VOR facility (VOR/DME) to provide 
distance as well as direction informa-
tion to the pilot.  In addition, military 
TACAN and civil VORs are commonly 
combined to form a VORTAC.  A 
VORTAC provides distance and direc-
tion information to civil and military 
pilots.  Pilots flying to or from the air-
port can utilize the Morro Bay VOR-
TAC located 5.5 miles west of the air-
port.  Exhibit 1E, a map of the re-
gional airspace system, depicts the lo-
cation of the Morro Bay VORTAC. 
 
GPS is an additional navigational aid 
for pilots enroute to the airport.  GPS 
was initially developed by the United 
States Department of Defense for mili-
tary navigation around the world.  In-
creasingly, GPS has been utilized 
more in civilian aircraft.  GPS uses 
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satellites placed in orbit around the 
globe to transmit electronic signals, 
which properly equipped aircraft use 
to determine altitude, speed, and posi-
tion information.  GPS allows pilots to 
navigate to any airport in the country 
and they are not required to navigate 
using a specific navigational facility.  
The FAA is proceeding with a program 
to gradually replace all traditional en-
route navigational aids with GPS over 
the next 20 years. 
 
In July 2003, the FAA commissioned a 
Wide Area Augmentation System 
(WAAS), which is a GPS-based navi-
gation and landing system that pro-
vides guidance to aircraft at thou-
sands of airports and airstrips where 
there is currently no precision landing 
capability.  Systems such as WAAS 
are known as satellite-based augmen-
tation systems (SBAS).  WAAS is de-
signed to improve the accuracy and 
ensure the integrity of information 
coming from GPS satellites.  The FAA 
is using WAAS to provide Lateral 
Navigation/Vertical Navigation 
(LNAV/VNAV) capability. 
 
 
INSTRUMENT APPROACH 
PROCEDURES 
 
Instrument approach procedures are a 
series of predetermined maneuvers 
established by the FAA using elec-
tronic navigational aids that assist pi-
lots (operating properly equipped air-
craft) in locating and landing at an 
airport during low visibility and cloud 
ceiling conditions.  At San Luis Obispo 
County Regional Airport, there are 
four published public instrument ap-
proaches: ILS Runway 11, RNAV 

(GPS) Runway 11, RNAV (GPS) Run-
way 29, and VOR/TACAN (GPS-A). 
Only the approach to Runway 11 is a 
precision instrument approach, pro-
viding the pilot with vertical descent 
information as well as course guidance 
information. 
 
The capability of an instrument ap-
proach is defined by the visibility and 
cloud ceiling minimums associated 
with the approach.  Visibility mini-
mums define the horizontal distance 
that the pilot must be able to see in 
order to complete the approach.  Cloud 
ceilings define the lowest level a cloud 
layer (defined in feet above the 
ground) can be situated for the pilot to 
complete the approach.  If the ob-
served visibility or cloud ceilings are 
below the minimums prescribed for 
the approach, the pilot cannot com-
plete the instrument approach.  The 
different minimum requirements for 
visibility and cloud ceilings are varied, 
dependent on the approach speed of 
the aircraft. 
 
The ILS Runway 11 approach provides 
the airport with its lowest minimums. 
Utilizing this approach, a properly 
equipped aircraft can land at the air-
port with 200-foot cloud ceilings and 
one-half mile visibility for aircraft in 
any category.  The ILS Runway 11 ap-
proach can also be utilized as a local-
izer only or circling approach.  When 
using only the localizer portion of the 
ILS (for course guidance only), the 
cloud ceilings increase to 900 feet 
above ground level for all aircraft 
categories and the visibility mini-
mums increase to three-fourths mile 
for aircraft in category B; two miles for 
aircraft in category C; and two and 
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Exhibit 1E
AREA AIRSPACE

LEGEND

Airport with hard-surfaced runways
1,500' to 8,069' in length

Airports with hard-surfaced runways
greater than 8,069' or some multiple
runways less than 8,069'

VORTAC

Compass Rose

Victor Airways

Military Training Routes

Wilderness Areas

Class C Airspace

Class D Airspace

Class E Airspace 

Class E Airspace with floor
700 ft. above surface

Class E Airspace with floor
1200 ft. or greater above surface
that abuts Class G airspace

Prohibited, Restricted,
Warning and Alert Area

Military Operations Ares (MOA)

Source: Los Angeles Sectional 
 Chart, US Department of
 Commerce, National
 Oceanic and Atmospheric
 Administration
 July 10, 2003
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one-fourth miles for aircraft in cate-
gory D.  When using the ILS ap-
proaches to land at a different runway 
end (defined as a circling approach), 
the cloud ceilings increase to 900 feet 
above ground for aircraft in categories 
A and B; 1,000 feet for aircraft in 
category C; and 1,100 feet for aircraft 
in category D.  The visibility mini-
mums increase to one mile for aircraft 
in category A; one and one-fourth 
miles for aircraft in category B; two 
and three-fourth miles for aircraft in 
category C; and three miles for aircraft 
in category D. 
 
 
Vicinity Airspace 
 
To ensure a safe and efficient airspace 
environment for all aspects of avia-
tion, the FAA has established an air-
space structure that regulates and es-
tablishes procedures for aircraft using 
the National Airspace System.  The 
U.S. airspace structure provides two 
basic categories of airspace, controlled 
and uncontrolled, and identifies them 
as Classes A, B, C, D, E, and G. 
 
Class A airspace is controlled airspace 
and includes all airspace from 18,000 
feet MSL to Flight Level 600 (ap-
proximately 60,000 feet MSL).  Class 
B airspace is controlled airspace sur-
rounding high-capacity commercial 
service airports (i.e., San Francisco 
International Airport).  Class C air-
space is controlled airspace surround-
ing lower activity commercial service 
airports and some military airports.  
Class D airspace is controlled airspace 
surrounding airports with an airport 
traffic control tower.  All aircraft oper-
ating within Classes A, B, C, and D 

airspace must be in contact with the 
air traffic control facility responsible 
for that particular airspace.  Class E 
airspace is controlled airspace that en-
compasses all instrument approach 
procedures and low-altitude federal 
airways.  Only aircraft conducting in-
strument flights are required to be in 
contact with air traffic control when 
operating in Class E airspace.  Air-
craft conducting visual flights in Class 
E airspace are not required to be in 
radio communications with air traffic 
control facilities.  Visual flight can 
only be conducted if minimum visibil-
ity and cloud ceilings exist.  Class G 
airspace is uncontrolled airspace that 
does not require contact with an air 
traffic control facility. 
 
Airspace in the vicinity of San Luis 
Obispo County Regional Airport is de-
picted on Exhibit 1E.  Class D air-
space surrounds the airport in a ra-
dius of approximately five statute 
miles, beginning at the surface and 
extending up to 2,700 feet MSL.  This 
Class D airspace is in effect when the 
tower is operating (6:00 a.m. to 8:00 
p.m.).  During the period when the 
airport traffic control tower is closed, 
the Class D airspace surrounding the 
airport reverts to Class E airspace. 
 
For aircraft arriving or departing the 
regional area using VOR facilities, a 
system of Federal Airways, referred to 
as Victor Airways, has been estab-
lished.  Victor Airways are corridors of 
airspace eight miles wide that extend 
upward from 1,200 feet AGL to 18,000 
feet MSL and extend between VOR 
navigational facilities.  As shown on 
Exhibit 1E, Victor Airways in the 
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area emanate from the Morro Bay 
VORTAC. 
 
There are several areas of special-use 
airspace in the vicinity of the airport.  
This includes Military Operations Ar-
eas (MOAs), restricted areas, and con-
trol areas.  Civil aircraft operations 
within these areas are specifically re-
stricted at various times and altitudes.  
Located to the northwest of the airport 
are the Hunter Low A, Low B, Low D, 
Low E, and High MOAs; Roberts 
MOA; and restricted areas R-2504 and 
R-2513.  To the south of the airport 
are restricted areas R-2516, R-2517, 
R-2534A, and R-2534B.  West of the 
airport, over the Pacific Ocean, is Con-
trol Area 1155L.  The hours that these 
areas are in use and the altitudes that 
are restricted vary.  This information 
can be found on the Los Angeles Sec-
tional Chart. 
 
 
Air Traffic Control 
 
The airport traffic control tower at 
San Luis Obispo County Regional Air-
port controls air traffic within the 
Class D airspace surrounding the air-
port.  The airport does not have local 
radar coverage (below 5,000 feet), al-
though the FAA is in the process of 
adding coverage along the Central 
Coast from Santa Barbara.  The air-
port traffic control tower is located 
east of the passenger terminal build-
ing and operates daily from 6:00 a.m. 
to 8:00 p.m. 
 
Aircraft arriving and departing the 
San Luis Obispo County Regional Air-
port area are controlled by the Los 
Angeles Air Route Traffic Control 

Center (ARTCC).  ARTCCs control 
aircraft in a large geographic area.  
The Los Angeles ARTCC serves pri-
marily the southern one-third of the 
State of California.  All aircraft in ra-
dio communication with the ARTCC 
will be provided with altitude (IFR 
aircraft), aircraft separation (all IFR 
and some VFR aircraft), and route 
guidance (IFR aircraft) to and from 
the airport.  The ARTCC directs air-
craft until the pilot can contact the 
airport traffic control tower on the 
airport.  The Hawthorne Flight Ser-
vice Station (FSS) provides additional 
information to pilots operating in the 
vicinity of the airport. 
 
 
AREA AIRPORTS 
 
A review of airports within 30 nautical 
miles of San Luis Obispo County Re-
gional Airport has been made to iden-
tify and distinguish the type of air 
service provided in the area surround-
ing the airport.  Public-use airports 
within 30 nautical miles of the airport 
were previously illustrated on Exhibit 
1E.  Information pertaining to each 
airport was obtained from FAA re-
cords. 
 
Oceano County Airport is located 
approximately eight nautical miles 
(nm) south of the airport.  Oceano 
County Airport is owned and operated 
by San Luis Obispo County.  Runway 
11-29 is 2,325 feet long, 50 feet wide, 
constructed of asphalt, and limited to 
use by aircraft of 12,500 pounds or 
less.  The airport is not equipped with 
a control tower and does not have any 
published instrument approaches.  
There are 21 aircraft based at Oceano 
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County Airport, all of which are sin-
gle-engine.  Services available at the 
airport include aircraft parking (ramp 
and tiedown) and aerial tours/ sight-
seeing.  
 
Santa Maria Public/Captain G. 
Allan Hancock Field is located ap-
proximately 22 nm south-southeast of 
the airport.  There are two runways 
available for use.  The longest runway 
is 6,304 long, 150 feet wide, and con-
structed of asphalt with a grooved sur-
face.  The airport is served by a control 
tower which operates from 6:00 a.m. to 
10:00 p.m.  There are four published 
instrument approaches available at 
the airport.  Approximately 198 air-
craft are based at the airport, mostly 
single-engine.  Services available at 
the airport include 100LL and Jet A 
fuel sales, tie-downs, aircraft mainte-
nance, flight instruction, aircraft 
rental, aerial tours/sightseeing, air-
craft painting/interior, and avionics 
sales and service.  Scheduled airline 
passenger service is provided from this 
airport. 
 
Paso Robles Municipal Airport is 
located approximately 26 nm north of 
the airport.  There are two runways 
available for use.  The longest runway 
is 6,009 feet long, 150 feet wide, and 
constructed of asphalt.  The airport is 
not served by a control tower.  There 
are three published instrument ap-
proaches to the airport.  Approxi-
mately 160 aircraft are based at the 
airport, the majority of which are sin-
gle-engine.  Services available at the 
airport include 100LL and Jet A fuel 
sales, tie-downs, aircraft maintenance, 
flight instruction, aircraft charters, 
and aerial tours/sightseeing. 

LAND USE REGULATIONS 
 
The San Luis Obispo General Plan 
outlines the desired future land use 
patterns for the city.  The most recent 
General Plan was adopted in Decem-
ber of 2001.  The General Plan Map 
associated with that document desig-
nated the land use for the parcels im-
mediately to the north, west, and 
south of the airport as Service and 
Manufacturing.  This general plan 
classification includes uses such as 
vehicle repair and sales, fabrication, 
storage, and certain types of offices.  
Additionally, the General Plan desig-
nated the parcels to the southwest as 
Suburban Residential.  This area will 
be developed with houses on one-acre 
lots and limited municipal services. 
 
Northwest of the airport is an area 
that is subject to the Airport Area 
Master Plan.  A draft version of this 
document was presented for comments 
in 2002, but a final plan has not been 
formally adopted. 
 
The Margarita Area Specific Plan 
is for a residential development north-
west of the airport.  The Specific Plan 
has not been formally adopted by the 
City of San Luis Obispo.  However, the 
Airport Land Use Commission has 
formulated specific policies for this de-
velopment. 
 
The land southeast of the airport is 
under the planning jurisdiction of the 
County of San Luis Obispo.  This land 
is zoned for agricultural use. 
 
San Luis Obispo County Regional Air-
port’s rules and regulations regarding 
height and hazard zoning are found in 
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the county’s General Plan, Land Use 
Ordinance, Title 22. 
 
 
SOCIOECONOMIC 
CHARACTERISTICS 
 
A variety of historical and forecast so-
cioeconomic data related to the re-
gional area was collected for use in 
various elements of this master plan. 
This information assists in the deter-
mination of aviation service level re-
quirements at the airport. Aviation 
activity is influenced by the popula-
tion base, economic strength of the re-
gion, and the ability of the region to 
sustain a strong economic base over 
an extended period of time.  Historical 
population, employment, and economic 
data were obtained for use in this 
study. 
 
 
POPULATION 
 
Population is one of the most impor-
tant elements to consider when plan-
ning for future needs of the airport.  
Historical population data was ob-

tained from the U.S. Census Bureau.  
According to 2000 Census data, Cali-
fornia had the largest population in-
crease of all fifty states since 1990, 
adding nearly four million people, 
with an average annual growth rate of 
1.3 percent.  As a result, California’s 
33.9 million residents make it the 
most populous state in the country 
and account for 12 percent of the na-
tion’s total population.  The California 
State Department of Finance, Demo-
graphic Research Unit, provided popu-
lation projections through the year 
2020.  Extrapolation of these projec-
tions yields approximately 47.8 million 
people by the year 2023. 
 
San Luis Obispo County experienced 
an average annual growth rate of 1.3 
percent between 1990 and 2000, add-
ing approximately 29,500 new resi-
dents.  The county is expected to grow 
to 412,760 residents by the year 2023, 
an increase of 166,000 residents over 
the year 2000.  Historical and forecast 
population data for San Luis Obispo 
County and the State of California is 
presented in Table 1E. 

 
TABLE 1E 
Historical and Forecast Population 
San Luis Obispo County and State of California 

 HISTORICAL FORECAST 

Area 1990 2000 2008 2013 2023 

Avg. Ann. 
Growth 

Rate 
(2000-2023) 

San Luis 
Obispo County 
State of California 

217,162 
29,760,021 

246,681 
33,871,648 

308,140 
39,122,750 

343,030 
41,714,220 

412,760 
47,796,040 

2.26% 
1.51% 

Source:  Historical – U.S. Census Bureau; Forecast – Interpolated from California State Department of Fi-
nance, Demographic Research Unit.   
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EMPLOYMENT 
 
Analysis of a community’s employ-
ment base can be valuable in deter-
mining the overall well-being of that 
community.  In most cases, the com-
munity make-up and health are sig-
nificantly impacted by the number of 
jobs, variety of employment opportuni-
ties, and types of wages provided by 
local employers. 
 
Since 1993, annual average unem-
ployment rates for both San Luis 
Obispo and neighboring counties have 
been consistently lower than Califor-

nia’s unemployment rate, suggestive 
of employment opportunities in the 
area.  The county’s unemployment 
rate has continuously fallen since 
1993, when it was at a high of 8.1 per-
cent.  Currently, the county’s unem-
ployment rate (an average of January 
through July) stands at 3.4 percent.  
While the state’s unemployment rate 
has also decreased since 1993, it is 
still twice as high as that of the 
county’s.  Table 1F provides historical 
employment characteristics in San 
Luis Obispo County and the State of 
California from 1993 to present. 

 
TABLE 1F 
Historical Unemployment Rates 

 1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003* 
San Luis Obispo County 
State of California 

8.1% 
9.4% 

6.6% 
7.8% 

4.7% 
6.3% 

3.2% 
5.2% 

2.8% 
5.4% 

3.4% 
6.8% 

Source:  California Labor Market Information. 
*2003 totals are year-to-date average (January-July). 

 
 
Historical and forecast employment by 
economic sectors for San Luis Obispo 
County was also examined.  This in-
formation, which is presented in Ta-

ble 1G, was obtained from the Com-
plete Economic and Demographic Data 
Source (CEDDS) 2003. 

 
TABLE 1G 
Employment by Economic Sector 
San Luis Obispo County 

Economic Sector 2003 

% of Total 
Employ-

ment 2023 

% of Total 
Employ-

ment 

Avg. Annual 
Growth Rate 
(2003-2023) 

Total Employment 
Mining 
Construction 
Manufacturing 
Transportation & Public Utilities 
Wholesale Trade 
Retail Trade 
Finance, Insurance, & Real Estate 
Services 
Government 

138,760 
320 

11,280 
9,310 
6,070 
4,290 

28,580 
13,330 
44,190 
21,390 

100.0% 
0.2% 
8.1% 
6.7% 
4.4% 
3.1% 

20.6% 
9.6% 

31.8% 
15.4% 

198,390 
375 

14,850 
12,680 
7,540 
5,960 

36,150 
16,940 
74,900 
28,995 

100.0% 
0.2% 
7.5% 
6.4% 
3.8% 
3.0% 

18.2% 
8.5% 

37.8% 
14.6% 

1.8% 
0.8% 
1.4% 
1.6% 
1.1% 
1.7% 
1.2% 
1.2% 
2.7% 
1.5% 

Source:  Complete Economic and Demographic Data Source (CEDDS) 2003.   
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San Luis Obispo’s economy is based 
largely on tourism and education.  As 
a result, services, government, and re-
tail trade are significant industries in 
the county.  Services, the largest in-
dustry in the county, provides over 
44,000 jobs, or 31.8 percent of total 
employment.  Retail trade, the second 
largest industry, accounts for just over 
20 percent of total employment, with 
28,850 jobs reported.  Government is 
also a significant sector of employment 
in the county, with over 21,000 jobs 
reported in 2003.  The majority of gov-
ernment jobs in San Luis Obispo 
County are in the local government 
sector. 
 
The current industry projections for 
the county, through the year 2023, in-
dicate that total employment will in-

crease at an average annual rate of 1.8 
percent, adding over 198,000 new jobs.  
The services, retail trade, and gov-
ernment industries will continue to 
dominate employment, accounting for 
over 70 percent of all employment in 
San Luis Obispo County by 2023.  
Strength factors for future growth in 
the county include education, through 
county and post-secondary schools, 
and tourism, which are expected to 
remain strong assets in the county’s 
economic growth. 
 
The major employers in San Luis 
Obispo County have also been exam-
ined.  The 15 largest employers in the 
county are presented in Table 1H.  
The total number of employees was 
not available; therefore, the employers 
are listed in alphabetical order. 

 
 
TABLE 1H 
Major Employers in San Luis Obispo County 

Employer Name Location (city) Industry 
Arroyo Grande Community Hospital 
Arroyo Grande High School 
Atascadero State Hospital 
California Polytech State University 
California State Prison 
French Hospital Medical Center 
JIT Manufacturing Inc. 
Mid-State Bank 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 
Paris Precision Products 
Ramirez Farm Labor 
Sierra Vista Regional Medical Center 
Talley Farms 
Twin Cities Community Hospital 
Wal-Mart 

Arroyo Grande 
Arroyo Grande 
Atascadero 
San Luis Obispo 
San Luis Obispo 
San Luis Obispo 
Paso Robles 
Arroyo Grande 
San Luis Obispo 
Paso Robles 
Shandon 
San Luis Obispo 
Arroyo Grande 
Templeton 
Paso Robles 

Hospital/Medical 
Education 
Hospital/Medical 
Education 
Government 
Hospital/Medical 
Misc. Manufacturing 
Commercial Banking 
Electric Services 
Fabricated Structural Metal Products 
Personnel Supply Services 
Hospital/Medical 
Wholesale Grocery & Related Prod. 
Hospital/Medical 
Department Store 

Source:  California Labor Market Information, Employment Development Department.   
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INCOME 
 
Table 1J compares the per capita 
personal income (PCPI), adjusted 
for1996 dollars, for San Luis Obispo 
County, the State of California, and 
the United States.  As shown in the 
table, the PCPI of San Luis Obispo 

County has remained lower than that 
of both the State of California and the 
United States since 1990.  This trend 
is expected to continue through the 
planning period.  Forecasts indicate 
an average annual increase of 1.1 per-
cent (2000-2023) for the county, the 
state, and the nation. 

 
TABLE 1J 
Personal Income Per Capita (1996$) 
 HISTORICAL FORECAST 

Area 1990 2000 

Avg. Ann. 
Increase 

(1990-
2000) 2008 2013 2023 

Avg. Ann. 
Increase 

(2000-
2023) 

SLO County 
California 
United States 

$20,820 
$25,550 
$22,860 

$25,070 
$29,930 
$27,430 

1.9% 
1.6% 
1.8% 

$27,140 
$32,450 
$29,950 

$28,660 
$34,250 
$31,690 

$32,130 
$38,180 
$35,510 

1.1% 
1.1% 
1.1% 

Source:  Complete Economic and Demographic Data Source (CEDDS) 2003.   

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The information discussed on the pre-
vious pages provides a foundation 
upon which the remaining elements of 
the planning process will be con-
structed.  Information on current air-
port facilities and utilization will serve 
as a basis, with additional analysis 
and data collection, for the develop-
ment of forecasts of aviation activity 
and facility requirement determina-
tions.  The inventory of existing condi-
tions is the first step in the process of 
determining those factors which will 
meet projected aviation demand in the 
community and region. 
 
 
DOCUMENT SOURCES 
 
As mentioned earlier, a variety of dif-
ferent sources were utilized in the in-

ventory process.  The following listing 
reflects a partial compilation of these 
sources.  This does not include data 
provided by airport management as 
part of their records, nor does it in-
clude airport drawings and photo-
graphs which were referenced for in-
formation.  On-site inventory and in-
terviews with staff tenants also con-
tributed to the inventory effort. 
 
1998 Airport Master Plan Update, 
Coffman Associates in association 
with Tartaglia Engineering and Dr. 
Lee McPheters. 
 
Airport/Facility Directory, Southwest 
U.S., U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion, Federal Aviation Administration, 
National Aeronautical Charting Of-
fice, September 4, 2003 Edition. 
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Drainage Study for San Luis Obispo 
County Regional Airport, Tartaglia 
Engineering, July 2001. 
 
Economic and Operational Analysis of 
Regional Jets, prepared for San Luis 
Obispo Council of Governments, 
SH&E International Air Transport 
Consultancy, September 2002.   
 
Los Angeles Aeronautical Chart, U.S. 
Department of Transportation, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Na-
tional Aeronautical Charting Office, 
73rd Edition, July 10, 2003. 
 
National Plan of Integrated Airport 
Systems (NPIAS), U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, 2001-2005. 
 
Pavement Management System for 
San Luis Obispo County Regional Air-
port, Tartaglia Engineering, March 
2001.   
 
San Luis Obispo Airport Area Specific 
Plan, City of San Luis Obispo, Janu-
ary 2002.   
 
San Luis Obispo County Profile, State 
of California Employment Develop-
ment Department, 2002. 

U.S. Terminal Procedures, Southwest 
U.S., U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion, Federal Aviation Administration, 
National Aeronautical Charting Of-
fice, August 8, 2003 Edition. 
 
A number of Internet sites were also 
used to collect information for the in-
ventory chapter.  These include the 
following: 
 
California Labor Market Information: 
www.calmis.ca.gov 
 
California State Department of 
Transportation: 
www.dot.ca.gov/ 
 
City of San Luis Obispo (Homepage): 
www.ci.san-luis-obispo.ca.us/ 
 
FAA 5010 Data: 
www.airnav.com 
 
San Luis Obispo County (Homepage): 
www.co.slo.ca.us 
 
San Luis Obispo County Regional Air-
port (Homepage): 
www.sloairport.com 
U.S. Census Bureau: 
www.census.gov/ 
 


